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A massive well done to
Ruth Collett with her NHS
crafts! What a fantastic
achievement!
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WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH
OPEN FOR COVID-19 SAFE WORSHIP

We have taken the necessary steps to create a safe place for worship; due to social
distancing measures, the capacity within the worship area is reduced to 40.
Here are some photos of the church to give people an idea of what to expect if you join us
for worship.
As you arrive for worship:

As you enter the building, we ask you to use hand
sanitiser; masks are available for anyone who doesn’t
have their own. We will be recording names and
contact details for anyone attending worship in order
to fulfil Track & Trace requirements. Details will be kept
for 21 days and then disposed of, securely by the
COVID-19 co-ordinator, a GDPR notice is displayed in
the concourse area
There will also be a collection plate on this table, for you
to make your offertory before you enter the worship
area. The plate will then be taken into the worship area
by the minister or preacher to enable thanks to be given
for gifts during the service.
The concourse area has been cleared of all but essential tables., notices are placed on the
pillars (I felt so guilty using blue-tac on the lovely freshly painted pillars; sorry Justin)

We ask you not to congregate in the concourse but to move into the worship area while
adhering to social distancing.
We are not currently operating a one-way system as people will either
be entering the building area, or leaving. We ask people not to cross on
the stairs, that is why one side of the stairs has been taped off.
Social distance marking on stairs to upper tiers of worship area:

Once inside the worship area, you will find that chairs have been set out adhering to social
distancing of 2m; we ask you not to move the chairs.
If you do wish to sit with
members
of
your
own
household, then please speak
to the steward on duty in the
worship area.

These are all the chairs which have been removed from the worship area to comply with
Social Distancing (thanks to Rev Phil, Linda Adams and Jasmine Whatmore for this)

As you leave church, please use the hand sanitiser before you move down the stairs

Hand sanitiser stations before you leave the lower and upper levels of the worship area
Please leave the worship area safely; social distance markings are there to remind you

The coffee lounge is not in general use currently; however,
we have created an overflow area with six socially
distanced chairs should it be required

Helen & Stephen Allen
Wesley Methodist Church COVID-19 Co-ordinators

Our First Sunday Service
Sunday 2nd August saw Wesley re-open its doors to welcome worshippers. This first test
of the measures that had been put into place were a great success and shall be continued
to be changed in order to meet the ever-changing guidelines. For the service there were
11 individuals who attended which is a brilliant turnout for the church.
I hope that by seeing the images from Helen’s article, and from Sunday’s service (Thank
you Justin!!) individuals who were on the fence to return to Wesley can have a visual aid
to understand the measures in place to make Wesley as safe as possible.
Again, just to reiterate it would be great to see Wesley’s congregation return to the
premises but by no means feel that you need to attend if you are still shielding/part of
the high-risk group.
A big thank you to Phil, Helen, Steve and Linda for making the guidelines clear and
making sure everyone adhered to social distancing rules.
With the uncertainty surrounding Sandwell there are constant reviews on our church
services, but I hope that we will be able to continue to meet at Wesley for the time being.
If you are unable to attend, Gary, Helen and Steve are still running the evening zoom calls
which are still a massive success to keep our community connected.

Wesley and the innovations of worship
We would like to put on record our grateful thanks for all the work Gary Hopkins has put in throughout
this lockdown by providing the Connect as a way of communication and provision of Spiritual harmony
between us all with the weekly Worship Service material and moments of Reflection.
Likewise, our thanks go to Helen & Steve for pioneering the Zoom evening Services for us which have
been a means of enjoying being together in Christian Fellowship and worship.
These new experiences may well be how our worship will change for the future. Most of the
congregation are of an age (and we include ourselves in that statement) and will reach a time when we
may not be able to physically attend church. These new innovations are a way that enables us to join in
worship and fellowship which has not been possible in the past.
Some little time ago we were going to have a review of our vision for the church and it’s Mission.
Sometimes we get bogged down in mission and perhaps fail to see how we have not necessarily been
caring for one another in the best way that God would have us do.
This Coronavirus has created changes to our collective lives in so many ways. None of us have
experienced anything like it before but not all of the changes have been for the worst.
We must embrace these changes and grow with them because everything happens for a purpose, we
don’t always understand it at the time, but we now have a new opportunity to do God’s work in
different ways.
During the lockdown Dawn set up Whatsapp groups so that the members of the 291 Creative Hub could
communicate together. Those who have not got smartphones are regularly telephoned.
Our mission work continues not as well perhaps because not everyone is into technology.
This is also true of our church membership and at the moment the Circuit Leadership Team on behalf of
the circuit and Helen & Steve on behalf of Wesley are looking at the best ways to overcome these
difficulties.
Early on in the lockdown Gary, via Connect, asked people, who had no means for using technology i.e.
computer, smartphone, smart tv or broadband; to contact either him or Derek so that we would be
aware of which of our members may need help to join us in the future. Some people have no interest or
intention of using internet or the like; and that is understandable, although we would ask that they
reconsider.
If someone already has a mobile phone it may be that next time it needs changing they might consider
having a smart phone instead, it would not have to be the latest model and can be quite reasonable.
Indeed Derek has a couple of old smartphones which still work and could be useful for someone to try if
they have a sim card.
The Spirit is moving, we are living in very interesting times.
God Bless
Ann & Derek

Future of Wesley
If we want our beloved fellowship at Wesley to come through this pandemic we need to consider how
important it is to us. In 2024 Wesley celebrate 50 years in the present building. In 2035 Wesley
celebrates 200 years on the present site.
Since 2010 with the help of grants of over £200,000, using Wesley’s reserves and fund raising, well over
£300,000 has been spent on improvements to the building. Our Mission work is growing. A lot of people
outside of the congregation value Wesley and contribute what they can.
For the last 3 years Ian, our Treasurer, has been reporting to Church Council that the collection
contributions are getting lower each year.
The Pantomime did not take place this year, neither did Gift Day (although I know several people did still
make Gift Day contributions); 2 important drops in income; and now because of this pandemic
lockdown we have lost the income from our lettings.
We are living in strange times, people have/are losing loved ones, their jobs, money is tight, our way of
life is changing in so many ways – even during the wars our churches stayed open.
Please do not think that I am criticising anyone or anything, I am simply sharing my thoughts with you.
Whatever club we belong to we have to pay an annual subscription (even if we don’t attend) and then
there may be other fees on top. I am sure that many of you will know what I am talking about.
Wesley is not a club, there is no laid down subscription, and I am sure, like me you realise, as members
and adherents to Wesley, that the outgoings of the church need to be paid even if we don’t attend
every week.
All I am asking all of us to do is to consider how much the fellowship of Wesley means to each and every
one of us? What we would want for the future of our fellowship?
If like me you too want Wesley to survive this pandemic – then only WE can make it happen.
Please think about it, Pray about it, and if you can, pay through the bank; Ian will be glad to receive and
advise you for how your collection contributions can be paid; and if you can give a little more this year it
will be greatly appreciated.
In Christian Love
Derek

This card had been attached to the notice board at Wesley. Norman Cooksey was one of
our very long serving Local Preachers who passed a few months ago.
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Solutions

Information regarding all things Wesley can be
found below.

www.wesleywestbrom.co.uk
www.291communityassociation.co.uk

Connect Magazine is a brilliant resource created by Gary
Hopkins which includes short services and much more! If you
don’t already receive a copy and would like to email me
jasmine.whatmore@yahoo.co.uk

Family News
Birthday Wishes:
Joan Simpson (21st September)

If you have any items you would like published in
Spotlite, please send to me:

Jasmine.whatmore@yahoo.co.uk

ALL ITEMS TO ME BY MONDAY 5TH OCTOBER PLEASE

ROOMS FOR HIRE
Contact Details
For bookings and general enquiries for the use of the building please contact:
By telephone Dawn Davey 0121 553 2085
Email: d.davey619@virginmedia.com
The Websites
www.wesleywestbrom.co.uk
www.291communityassociation.co.uk
Email Circulation
If anybody who currently receives Spotlite by post would prefer to save paper and save us postage
costs, you could get it by email instead. Simply send an email to jasmine.whatmore@yahoo.co.uk
and request that you be added to the email circulation list.

The next issue of Spotlite will be OCTOBER if you have anything to go into this issue please let
me have your notices by Monday 5TH OCTOBER LATEST Thank you.

Contact the editor: jasmine.whatmore@yahoo.co.uk

•

If you know of anybody who should receive a copy of Spotlite in the post please inform
Ian Collett.

•

If anybody would like a copy emailed to them please inform the editor.

List of Church Contacts
Stewards: Beryl Price - 01922 635891 Ann Percival - 01384 896804 Eric Fieldhouse - 01922
620704 Linda Adams - 0121 601 0992 Joan Cashmore Geoff Simpson Julia Wilkins
Minister of Wesley: - Rev. Philip Thomas Manse Tel: - 0121 588 3373 Circuit Office Tel: - 0121
553 2085 Email: - philthomas82@hotmail.com
Church Services are held every Sunday at 11:00 and 18:15

