
 

 

 

 
 
 

February 2021 – Issue 15 
 
Well, the first month of 2021 is over, has it been all that you hoped for? Probably not that much different to how 
2020 ended, however we do all now have hope, through the coronavirus vaccine, that some normality will return at 
some point during 2021, but in the meantime remember – Hands, Face, Space to keep yourselves, and those 
around you, safe. 
 
I don’t think any of us imagined we would not yet be able to meet together in our building for worship, however, we 
are grateful to Gary for all that he has done in producing Connect over the past year, there is a lot of work involved. 
 
A week ago, it was uncertain whether this issue of Connect would be possible, however I have been able to pull 
together worship material from various sources to bring everyone together in worship at Wesley through the month 
of February. It has not been an easy task to do this alongside a full-time demanding job as a Chartered Financial 
Planner and Technical Director as well as roles for Wesley and the circuit, enabling and tech-support for zoom 
worship, circuit steward responsibilities, keeping fit, as well as supporting Steve in his local preacher studies and as 
Property Steward at Wesley, and then of course housework and cooking!   
 
In order to continue to support members and friends of Wesley with worship material whilst the church building is 
closed, we will be using material produced by the circuit, with occasional contributions specific to Wesley 
congregation.  
 
However, the Black Country Circuit produces worship material on a weekly basis. Email distribution of course is not 
an issue, however there are many that receive Connect via post. This of course has cost implications of weekly 
postage compared to our current (usually) monthly distribution, as well as needing someone to print the material 
and address envelopes each week.  
 
Therefore, I appeal to members of Wesley reading this now for help; if we are to continue to distribute at-home 
worship materials to Wesley members by post, then we need someone to step forward to help with printing, 
addressing envelopes and posting. 
 
If you are able to help please contact me, 0121 567 5655 or via the church email address - 
info@wesleywestbrom.co.uk.  
 
If anyone who receives this material by post who has an email address and would be prepared to receive it via 
email, then please let me know. Also, if you no longer wish to receive mailing, post or email, then please let me 
know too. 
 
Our zoom services on Sunday evenings will continue, all are welcome; if you don’t have a smart phone or laptop 
then you can dial in by phone (details over the page). 
 
 
Helen Allen - Stand-in editor 
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Dates for your diaries 
 

Wesley evening worship; every Sunday at 6:15pm 
 

Zoom details 
Meeting ID: 824 9242 5263 

Passcode: 719938 
Access by phone - 0203 481 5237 or 0131 460 1196 

 

Wesley Church Council – Monday 22nd February 
at 7:30pm. 

 
Zoom details will be provided to Church Council members nearer the date. 

 

Wednesday 17th February at 7:30pm 
Circuit Ash Wednesday service 

 
Join with members from churches across the circuit as we begin our Lenten journey together, sharing in the 

traditional aspects of an Ash Wednesday service, but then looking forward in hope for the future that is to come by 
exploring some of the ways in which we in the Black Country Circuit can show care to our neighbours and the 

environment during the season of Lent and beyond. 
 

Zoom details 
Meeting ID: 886 0991 6874 

Passcode: 778234 

 

Wednesdays during Lent at 7:30pm 
 

Stop & Stare; an hour of reflection each week including prayer, introduction, readings, poems and an opportunity 
for discussion. 

 

Zoom details 
Meeting ID: 860 3729 8349 

Passcode: 874575 

 

Palm Sunday (28th March) – Jerusalem Joy 
 

Wesley’s evening zoom service will be led by Steve and myself and will be based around the well-known Roger 
Jones’ cantata “Jerusalem Joy”, there will be plenty of opportunities to join in with singing during the service on our 

usual evening zoom details. 
 

 
Good Friday (2nd April) at 12noon 

a Tenebrae Service 

led by Rev Carole Holden, at Wesley if covid-19 restrictions allow and/or on zoom if not. 
 
 

 
Good Friday (2nd April) at 7:30pm 

Circuit Service; details to follow 
 
 

Easter Sunday (4th April) at 11am  

Either at Wesley and/or zoom depending on covid-19 restrictions; details to follow 
There will be no evening service at Wesley on Easter Sunday (zoom or in church) 

 



Worshipping Together  
Sunday 7th February 2021  
This short act of worship has been prepared for you to 

use whilst you are unable to attend church services in 

this Circuit.  Please spend a few moments with God, knowing that other people are also worshipping at this time. 

Original material produced by Jean Ware. Hymn words reproduced under CCLI 288522  

Call to worship 
The Lord heals the broken-hearted, 
   and binds up their wounds. 
The Lord determines the number of the stars; 
   he gives to all of them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power. 

(Psalm 147 vv3-5) 
 
Hymn – StF 727 
God in his love for us lent us this planet,  
gave it a purpose in time and in space:  
small as a spark from the fire of creation,  
cradle of life and the home of our race. 
 
Thanks be to God for its bounty and beauty,  
life that sustains us in body and mind:  
plenty for all, if we learn how to share it,  
riches undreamed of to fathom and find. 
 
Long have our human wars ruined its harvest;  
long has earth bowed to the terror of force; 
long have we wasted what others have needed, 
poisoned the fountain of life at its source. 
 
Earth is the Lord's: it is ours to enjoy it,  
ours, as God’s stewards, to farm and defend.  
From its pollution, misuse, and destruction,  
good Lord deliver us, world without end! 
                                                       Fred Pratt Green 
(1903-2000) 
                                                              © 1973 
Stainer & Bell Ltd 
 
Let us pray together  
Creator God, we marvel at all that you have made, 
from vast galaxies to tiny flowers, from mountains 
and forests to the delicacy of a spider’s web.  
 
We marvel too that in your generosity you have given 
us the gift of creativity, we weave new materials out 
of old bottles and tyres, we find new ways to tell your 
age-old story of redemption and we learn new ways 
to heal and prevent disease. 
 
Father, forgive us that we have been arrogant and 
misused this gift of creativity: 
we have exploited the earth and each other, caring 
only for ourselves.  
 
Teach us how to care for one another and the world 
as you care for us, that your will may be done and 
your kingdom come. 
 
Here is good news: Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, to accept us as we are, to set us free 
from evil’s power and to enable us to live new lives in 
him. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings – Isaiah 40:21-31;  
Mark 1: 29-39  
 
A Preaching Tour in Galilee 
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up 
and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for 
him. When they found him, they said to him, 
‘Everyone is searching for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us 
go on to the neighbouring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I 
came out to do.’ And he went throughout Galilee, 
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and 
casting out demons. 
 
Reflection – Shirley Shelton 
There is so much a preacher could reflect upon in our 
lectionary readings today – healing, prayer, 
evangelism, the greatness of God, even the 
grumbling of people!!  The words I want us to 
consider however are from the prophet Isaiah, who 
says of God in chapter 40 verse 29 ‘He gives 
strength to the weary and increases the power of the 
weak’. 
 
There are just SO many things that make us weary.  
We become weary of doing the same things – 
particularly the limited things during lockdown; we are 
weary because of ill health; we are weary of working 
with no thanks; we are made weary by 
discouragement, or through lack of motivation.  
Sometimes we are just weary and we don’t know 
why!!  
 
Such weariness often makes us weak. We begin to 
lose interest, we can’t be bothered, we become 
negative, we feel exhausted and drained of all 
energy. 
 
But, take heart, there is a light at the end of the 
tunnel, there is a way out, there is a promise of hope 
and help, and it’s all centred around the God who 
knows how we feel, who understands what 
weariness really feels like and who wants to give us 
strength and power to overcome.  
  
Jesus said ‘Come to me all who are weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest’.  The rest we need is 
not just a cessation from work, it’s a refreshing of 
faith, a refreshing of purpose, a refreshing that only 
God can give.  
 
Mark’s gospel tells us that Jesus’s disciples were 
searching for him one morning following a particularly 
busy day for Jesus, where the whole town had 
gathered and he had healed many of various 
diseases and driven out demons.  He would know 
what it felt like to be weary after a day like that!  



Where did the disciples find Jesus? – in a solitary 
place, praying.  And following this time with his 
Father, he moved on to the next town, where 
inevitably there would be more people needing to 
hear the truth about God, and needing healing and 
wholeness. 
 
There are times when we simply need to ‘be’, rather 
than to ‘do’.  There is, of course, a time to work, but 
there also needs to be a time to renew our strength; 
a time to rest in our Saviour; a time to receive God’s 
blessing simply for who we are, rather than what we 
do.  Without this time of renewal our deeds become 
burdensome and we lose the joy of service to God 
and to others. 
 
Isaiah says, ‘Even youths grow tired and weary and 
young men stumble and fall’ - No-one is exempt from 
these feelings…………but then, thankfully, comes 
the promise………. ‘but those who hope in the Lord 
WILL renew their strength’  (NIV) 
 
I pray that when weariness and anxiety and 
perplexity overwhelm us, we will remember this 
wonderful promise of God and that we will trust him, 
and wait until we too renew our strength, when we 
can once again soar on wings like eagles; run and 
not grow weary, and walk and not be faint. 
 
A time of prayer 
Loving God, we pray for the community and country 
of which we are a part:  
for those who are exhausted with caring for others 
and long for a break;  
for those who have had enough of restrictions, of not 
being able to meet with friends and family, and feel 
they cannot stand it any longer;  
for those who are angry and frightened, who feel their 
only hope is just to try and hang on until things get 
better.  
 
Loving God, we pray for the leaders of the world, as 
they try and bring the pandemic under control.   
Give them the wisdom and courage to respect every 
human life and seek freedom, justice and peace for 
all people. 
Loving God we pray for the Church, unite us by your 
Spirit, and enable us to witness to the hope we have 
in you. 
 
Loving God, come to us now, as you have come to 
your people in every age.  
 
We thank you for all who have reflected the light of 
Christ. Help us to follow their example and bring us 
with them to live for ever in your kingdom. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father …… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn – StF 254 
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God,  
and his righteousness,  
and all these things shall be added unto you;  
allelu, alleluia. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
allelu, alleluia. 
 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you;  
seek and ye shall find;  
knock and the door shall be opened unto you; 
allelu, alleluia. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
allelu, alleluia. 
 
We shall not live by bread alone,  
but by every word  
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord: allelu, 
alleluia. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
allelu, alleluia. 

Karen Lafferty (b.1948) 
 
A prayer of blessing 
May God, the giver of hope, fill us with all joy and 
peace because we trust in him, and the blessing of 
God Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen  



Connect Worship – Sunday 14th February 2021  
(Helen Allen, using material from The Vine published by Twelve Baskets) 

 
We prepare ourselves to worship once more. 
We come, we open ourselves out, knowing that we 
must be more honest with ourselves than we are 
comfortable. 
We come, we gather, we hold each other in prayer 
and love.  
And we worship you, Lord God. 
Amen 
 
Hymn – StF 103  
 
God is Love: let heaven adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
he who spread the heavens above 
he who breathes through all creation, 
he is Love, eternal Love. 
 
God is Love: and he, enfolding 
all the world in one embrace, 
with unfailing grasp is holding 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
then they find that self-same aching 
deep within the heart of God. 
 
God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts each human soul, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
holds and guides and keeps them whole. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
o'er the universe must reign.       
Timothy Rees (1874-1939) (alt.) 

 
Prayers 
Generous and caring God, we come to you in answer 
to your invitation to satisfy our thirst for knowledge 
and our hunger for your love and guidance. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
We come because you have promised to be faithful 
to us and we promise to try to live in a way that 
reflects your pattern for our behaviour and because 
we need to learn to look at the world through your 
eyes. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
Forgive us for our wilful ways and our neglect of your 
truth and help us to be more in tune with your 
thoughts, as we seek to share your love and 
compassion for all your people. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Reading – Mark 9:2-9 – The Transfiguration 

Reflection 
Change – how does that word make you feel? Do 
you like change? Embrace change? Cope with 
change? Hate change? Pray for change? 
 
How do you get on with change in your personal life: 
a new job, a new house, a different rhythm, a shift in 
your relationships? 
 
In the last 12 months, the whole planet has had to 
deal with change, as our normal way of life has been 
disrupted by Coronavirus and it’s impacts. For some, 
as the disease is isolated and kept at bay, something 
like normality is beginning to return – but for many of 
us, the process of lockdowns, restrictions, travel bans 
and the economic effects of long-term closures and 
furloughs are still bringing change.  
 
How have you coped? How are you doing? Are you 
sharing that with someone? Are you praying about it, 
and talking about it with others you trust and who 
love you? In this most isolating of times, it remains so 
important that we find ways to carry on connecting, 
talking, communicating. When change comes, we 
need to pull together. 
 
Of course, change is not always a bad thing. There is 
much about our world that needs to change. Perhaps 
many of the impacts of the pandemic are not ones 
we would have wished for (though maybe there are a 
few that are) – but certainly our world needs change. 
We know there is poverty. We know there is injustice. 
We know there is racism. We know that some people 
have so much, whilst others starve. We know about 
the refugee camps, the farmers destroyed by climate 
change, the wars, the corrupt governments… We 
know all that. But are we going to try and change it? 
 
Change begins with all of us. Change begins with an 
invitation to do something about the injustice and 
pain in our world. God’s story of transformation 
begins with us too. 
 
Today, on Transfiguration Sunday, we give thanks for 
a remarkable moment in Jesus’ 
ministry – told for us today by Mark’s Gospel. Jesus 
goes up onto the mountain, and has a moment of 
encounter. Even Jesus, the Son of God, part of the 
Godhead, uses these moments of encounter to 
inspire and fulfil his human ministry. We, who are 
fully human, need them. Where are you looking for 
an encounter with the divine today? 
 
Where are you hoping to be changed? Transformed? 
Transfigured? 
 
As we learn from and continue to adapt to the 
changes forced on our world by this global pandemic, 
as we apply the learning from changing and 
developing technology, as we wrestle with the impact 
of the climate crisis on our way of life – there is much 
that is changing around us. Perhaps that excites you, 



or perhaps it makes you want to find a deep, dark 
hole and bury your head in the sand for a few weeks, 
months or years… 
 
We all respond to change differently but here, in 
today’s Gospel reading, we see how Jesus responds 
to it. We see Jesus’ invitation into change. As he 
undergoes this external, outwardly ‘transfiguration’, 
he is our model for how to embrace change and 
apply it to his ministry. He leaves the mountain 
encouraged and inspired.  
 
Amongst the change, you are being invited to be 
something new, something exciting, something 
pioneering. 
 
In order to be changed, we need to hear stories of 
how God is changing and has changed the lives of 
others – to take inspiration from them, to hear the 
invitation.  
 
The President of Methodist Conference has offered a 
short personal testimony about one of the ways he 
has responded to the invitation: 
 
A positive of lockdown for me was I started to ride my 
bicycle again. The discipline of cycling nine miles a 
day around the beautiful area of East Yorkshire 
where I live became a joy and I felt better because of 
it. When I heard about the All We Can campaign, 
‘Change Begins with a Bicycle’, I thought it was a 
brilliant idea. I took my bike for granted. To hear how 
an ordinary bicycle could transform individual lives 
and ultimately the lives of communities in Uganda 
was inspirational. I could do something to help this 
transformation. 
 
Working in partnership with the wonderful All We Can 
team, I committed myself to peddling 250 miles 
during September. This became a sponsored venture 
and All We Can advertised it and my small effort of 
riding those miles during September raised £3,500 
for ‘Change Begins with a Bicycle’. 
 
Why did I do it? To enable the cycle of poverty to be 
broken. I did something very small, but all those 
small acts change lives. Also, Christian discipleship 
is to see Christ in all people, particularly those in 
need. Instantly that person becomes a person to be 
respected. The challenge of Lent is not whether we 
agree that this is so, but what are we going to do 
about it.” 
 
As we step into Lent again this week, will you be 
changed? And will you bring change to those who 
need it most? What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for others 
 
As we remember your world that you entrusted to us, 
we pray for those feeling isolated and alone. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
We pray for those left homeless and isolated due to 
war and climate change. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
We pray for each country that is combating Covid-19 
and other diseases that have caused loss of lives in 
this year alone. We pray for strength for the leaders, 
health care professionals and all who are involved in 
these ongoing fights. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
For our country, as so much love has poured out in 
acts of kindness. We pray for those who are subject 
to violence and a sense of loneliness. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
 
We pray for our local community. May you show us 
by your Holy Spirit how we might show your love 
today. 
Loving God, pour out your love 
Amen 
 
Hymn – StF 504  
 
May the mind of Christ my Saviour 
live in me from day to day, 
by his love and power controlling 
all I do or say. 
 
May the word of God dwell richly 
in my heart from hour to hour, 
so that all may see I triumph 
only through his power. 
 
May the peace of God my Father 
rule my life in everything, 
that I may be calm to comfort 
sick and sorrowing. 
 
May the love of Jesus fill me, 
as the waters fill the sea; 
him exalting, self forgetting - 
this is victory. 
 
May the love of Jesus fill me, 
as the waters fill the sea; 
him exalting, self forgetting - 
this is victory. 
Katie Barclay Wilkinson (1859-1928) 

 
Blessing 
Go with the Spirit of God in your hearts. 
Go and be transformed, transfigured, changed by the 
love of God. 
Go and be catalysts of change for a world in need. 
Amen. 



Connect Service for Sunday 21st February (Ian Collett) 

 
Introduction 
Traditionally at Wesley on this Sunday we have 
celebrated the pantomime which would have taken 
place during the previous week and we would 
acknowledge and give thanks for all the hard work, 
commitment and talent that has been forthcoming. 
Although the pantomime hasn’t taken place either this 
year or last year, we thought that nevertheless it would 
be appropriate to focus on and remember the 
successes of previous years and use the positive 
messages that can be learnt from the pantomime for 
our service material this week. To that end I have used 
the story of Aladdin, the first pantomime ever produced 
by Wesley, as the subject matter for our deliberations.   
 
Hymn – StF 726 
Come to us, creative Spirit, 
in our Father’s house, 
every natural talent foster, 
hidden skills arouse, 
that within your earthly temple, 
wise and simple  
may rejoice. 
 
Poet, painter, music-maker, 
all your treasures bring; 
artist, actor, graceful dancer, 
make your offering; 
join your hands in celebration! 
Let creation  
shout and sing! 
 
Word from God eternal springing, 
fill our minds, we pray, 
and in all artistic vision 
give integrity. 
May the flame, within us burning, 
Day by day. 
 
In all places and for ever 
glory be expressed 
to the Son, with God the Father, 
and the spirit blest. 
In our worship and our living, 
keep us striving  
towards our best. 

David Mowbray  (b. 1938) 

 
A reminder of the story (well Wesley’s version) 
Aladdin was a young man, who came from a poor 
family and lived in the city of Peking in a far-off land we 
all know as China. Aladdin’s father had died many 
years before and his mother took in washing to make 
ends meet.  
 
Aladdin had an eye for the girls and one day he met a 
girl with whom he instantly fell in love, but she was 
above his station and her father was completely 
against the relationship, and he consequently had no 
hope of ever marrying her, and they parted thinking 
that they would never see each other again. 
 
Then one day a long lost uncle named Abanazer came 
to their home and promised Aladdin untold wealth if he 
would help him by doing one small task for him. The 
lure of money and wealth was too great for Aladdin 

and he agreed to carry out the deed and is over the 
moon at the prospect of becoming wealthy.  
 
In the meantime a friend of Aladdin overhears two 
rather dubious associates of Abanazer and learns that 
the uncle has evil intentions.   
 
So Aladdin goes to carry out the deed which will give 
Abanazer great power, and Abanazer tries to double 
cross Aladdin but is unsuccessful so he leaves Aladdin 
locked up in a cave to rot.  
 
Aladdin finds a way out of the cave and escapes with 
the wealth that had been promised him by his uncle 
originally. 
 
Having not got his own way, Abanazer, being the evil 
person he is, tries another way, and approaches a 
friend of Aladdin, and fools them into unknowingly 
helping him to get what he wants.  
 
Meanwhile, Aladdin and the girl he originally met, meet 
again and strike up a firm relationship, which is now 
acceptable to the girl’s father because Aladdin is now 
wealthy.  
 
Aladdin and Abanazer meet again and end up fighting. 
Despite Abanazer’s reputation as a formidable fighter, 
Aladdin wins, but Aladdin is compassionate and takes 
pity on Abanazer him and spares his life. 
 
Aladdin and the girl marry and everyone lives happily 
ever after. 
 
Reading – Ecclesiastes 5: 10 to 20 
 
Reflection 
So what parallels can we draw between our Aladdin 
story and life in the 21st century. Four particular things 
have jumped out at me, and I share my reflections 
now. 
 
1.  Money, Wealth and Power   
We are all used to people wanting money, wealth and 
power, and here we have Aladdin from a poor 
background, a one parent family, something that we 
are very used to in our lives, being seduced by the lure 
and prospect of great wealth.  
 
He isn’t the only one in our story, the evil Abanazar 
wants power which will no doubt result in him also 
obtaining wealth. 
So we have two characters who both want money and 
wealth, albeit for different reasons, and we get the 
feeling that they would probably use it for very different 
end results and in very different ways.  
 

• We are used to this desire for money, wealth and 
power aren’t we. Sometimes it seems that it’s all 
people want these days, and is the most important 
thing in their lives. But as we read in the reading 
from Ecclesiastes, if you love money you will never 
be satisfied or happy and will always want more, 
and we all now in our heart of hearts that there is 



much more to life than money, wealth and material 
possessions. 

 
2. Dishonesty 
The desire for power by Abanazar is so great that this 
then shows us something else that we are only too 
used to seeing in our lives – dishonesty. 
 
There are at least three occasions that this dishonesty 
is portrayed by Abanazar in our story: 
We are given the impression very early on that he 
hasn’t come by his map of the cave legitimately.  
 
And then he locks Aladdin in the cave when he doesn’t 
cooperate with him, and thirdly he purposely misleads 
and fools a friend of Aladdin to get what he wants. He 
is obviously a nasty piece of work and far from honest. 
 

• Unfortunately, dishonesty is something that I have 
no doubt we all come across regularly in our lives. It 
is regrettably, part of our society, and we are used 
to hearing about it on the news and reading about it 
in the newspapers every day, and some of us who 
have an involvement with the courts and the justice 
system know that there are many people, and 
indeed whole families, where dishonesty is their 
way of life and all that they have ever known. The 
children have never stood a chance because they 
have never seen or been taught any other values. 
It’s an area that I believe the Church and Wesley 
have an important to play in our society, through its 
youth organisations and the standards and moral 
values that they teach. 

 
3. Fighting (physical violence / war) 
We then move towards the end of our story and find 
that a fight is inevitable between our hero Aladdin and 
the evil element in our story Abanazar. In our story all 
happens for the good and of course Aladdin wins the 
fight. This is not always so in real life. 
 

• Violence is again something we are all very used 
to, and it is not unusual for us to hear about 
shootings, stabbings and fighting of some 
description in our everyday life, and as I write this 
we are hearing about the fifteen year old boy who 
has been killed in Handsworth.  But we also know 
that physical violence is rarely, if ever the answer to 
disagreements, and this together with the general 
message of peace, is something else that the 
Church tries to teach. 

 
4. Good prevailing over bad  
The story ends as most fairy stories do, with 
compassion and goodness prevailing over evil, with 
Aladdin sparing Abanazar’s life, the words of the 
Princess almost at the end of our pantomime story, 
were in their own way, probably the most important 
lines in the whole production. “Oh no don’t kill him 
Aladdin, he may be evil but if you kill him you will be as 
wicked as he is”. 
 

• Unfortunately, life isn’t always quite that easy, but 
we do believe as Christians that good does and will 
prevail over evil. If we set our standards high, as 
individuals and as a Church, stick to what we truly 
believe to be right, who knows what we can achieve 

and what influence we can have on the people 
around us and the society we live in.  

 
Prayers 
Help us, O God, to set our hearts only on the things 
which make life truly rich;  
Knowledge and skill which will make us able to make a 
real contribution to the world we live in. Character 
which will make everyone able to trust us and to rely 
on us. Friends who will always be true to us. 
 
To that end give us 
The diligence which will never shirk the toil of learning. 
The discipline which will make us refuse the easy way 
in order to train ourselves in goodness. The loyalty 
which will never let anyone down.  
 
Forgive us 
If we have been lazy in learning and far slower than we 
need have been. If we have been careless in living and 
far more self-indulgent than we should have been. If 
we have been disloyal in friendship and far less faithful 
than we should have been. 
 
Help us from now on 
To use to the full every gift and talent you have given 
us. To overcome every weakness which has us in its 
grip. To be forever true to you and to our friends and 
loved ones, no matter what the cost.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn – StF 619 
Thanks for friends who keep on loving, 
finding ways to help us grow, 
celebrating our achievements, 
sharing in our pains and woe. 
God is glimpsed where love in faithful: 
mirrored here in time and space. 
Thanks to God for friends who love us: 
Christ revealed in every face. 
 
Other people help to shape us 
when they take the time to share 
words of wisdom, honest actions 
through our journey in God’s care. 
In our faithful, honest learning 
we discover things unknown. 
Thanks to God for friends who teach us: 
seeking talent yet ungrown.  
 
When we find our friendships challenged 
through mistakes and different views, 
we discover deeper living 
as the love of God renews. 
For in Christ we see forgiveness; 
know a strength still to embrace. 
Thanks to God for friends who keep us: 
making real the gift of grace. 

 
Praise to God for this great gifting 
of relationship and friend: 
imaging divine relating; 
found in heaven with no end, 
Bless us Maker, Word and Spirit 
as companions on the way. 
Thanks to God for friends who help us 
To fulfil our lives each day.  

Gary Hopkins (b. 1984)



Sunday 28th February 2021  
This short act of worship has been prepared for you to 
use whilst we are unable to use Methodist Church 
premises.  We invite you to spend a few moments with 
God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of 
worship with you. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Jesus lead us to the Father by your Spirit; help us draw 
near. As we come with awe and gladness, help us 
draw near. Amen (Selected lines from StF 29) 
 
Hymn – StF 91 
The God of Abraham praise, 
who reigns enthroned above, 
Ancient of everlasting Days, 
and God of love. 
Jehovah! Great I AM! 
By earth and heaven confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name 
for ever blessed. 
 
He by himself has sworn, 
I on his oath depend: 
I shall, on eagles' wings upborne, 
to heaven ascend; 
I shall behold his face, 
I shall his power adore 
and sing the wonders of his grace 
for evermore. 
 
The God who reigns on high 
the great archangels sing; 
and 'Holy, holy, holy,' cry, 
'Almighty King, 
who was and is the same, 
and evermore shall be; 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM, 
we worship thee.' 
 
Before the Saviour's face 
the ransomed nations bow; 
o'erwhelmed at his almighty grace, 
for ever new: 
he shows his prints of love, 
they kindle to a flame, 
and sound through all the worlds above 
the slaughtered Lamb. 
 
The whole triumphant host 
give thanks to God on high; 
'Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!' 
they ever cry. 
Hail, Abraham's God, and ours! 
We join the heavenly throng, 
and celebrate with all our powers 
in endless song. 

Thomas Olivers (1725-1799) 
 
 

Let us pray together 
 
God of all grace 
We come before you to praise you, mindful that you 
are the God of our ancestors, the God who made and 
keeps your promises. In Christ you showed us love 
that was willing to die on a cross for us. The Holy Spirit 
lives in our hearts and we rejoice that she binds us 
together as a family of faith. For these things we 
rejoice. 
 
We are thankful for the wonder of nature that 
captivates us. We are thankful for all those people we 
love and care about and who bring great joy to our 
lives. 
 
Yet we know that we do not live as your children or 
keep your commandments. If you kept a record of our 
sins, we could not stand. Joyously we know that 
through Christ’s abundance grace we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen 
 
Old Testament Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Gospel Reading: Mark 8:31-48 
 
Time to Reflect 
Do you always manage to do something you have said 
you will do? Or do you sometimes like me find time 
runs away with you, you simply forget or that it just 
proves to be impossible? 
 
In today’s Bible passages we see the opposite we see 
a God who is faithful and who always does what has 
been promised. We have already been assured of 
pardon for our knowing that is true because ‘if we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1 
John 1:9) 
 
In our Genesis reading we see the making of the 
Covenant with Abraham. Even Abraham’s name was 
changed from Abram to reflect this. We know that 
God’s people did not always follow God but we do 
know that God kept that covenant for God is faithful.  
Perhaps the ultimate expression of God’s faithfulness 
was Christ- God incarnate- dying on the cross for us. 
In our gospel reading Jesus makes it clear that he 
must suffer and die, choosing to suffer for us out of 
pure obedience and love.   
 
Jesus offered us a challenge as to whether we are 
prepared to take up our cross and follow him? In Lent 
we traditionally think about temptation. Perhaps the 
ultimate temptation is not to be faithful to Christ. We 
know that because he was faithful to his calling we can 
be equipped in the power of the Holy Spirit to be 
faithful to our calling to follow him. 
Take a time to sit quietly 



A time of prayer (please add your own prayers where 
the ellipses are) 
 
Loving God, 
 
We pray for our world. Particularly thinking of those places 
we know that are on our screens on the news this week… 
 
We pray for our communities and particularly those parts 
of our communities where hurt or division is felt… 
 
We pray for those we know who are sick and suffering and 
ask that they know your presence… 
 
We remember all who have died and their families and 
ask that you comfort the bereaved and hold those who 
have died in your eternal care… 
   
Merciful God accept these prayers for the sake of your 
Son our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn – StF 662 
Have you heard God's voice; has your heart been 
stirred? 
Are you still prepared to follow? 
Have you made a choice to remain and serve, 
though the way be rough and narrow? 
 
Will you walk the path that will cost you much 
and embrace the pain and sorrow? 
Will you trust in One who entrusts to you 
the disciples of tomorrow? 
 
Will you use your voice; will you not sit down 
when the multitudes are silent? 
Will you make a choice to stand your ground 
when the crowds are turning violent? 
 
Will you walk the path…… 
 
In your city streets will you be God's heart? 
Will you listen to the voiceless? 
Will you stop and eat, and when friendships start, 
will you share your faith with the faithless? 
 
Will you walk the path…… 
 
Will you watch the news with the eyes of faith 
and believe it could be different? 
Will you share your views using words of grace? 
Will you leave a thoughtful imprint? 
 
We will walk the path that will cost us much 
and embrace the pain and sorrow. 
We will trust in One who entrusts to us 
the disciples of tomorrow. 
Jacqueline G. Jones 

 
A prayer of blessing 
May we know the faithfulness of God in our lives, may 
we live with the assurance we are children of God and 
know ourselves to be loved. May we find ourselves 
faithful even amidst temptation.  
And the blessing of God the Three in One reside with 
us always. Amen 

Original Materials by James Blackhall 

 
All hymns throughout Connect are 

reproduced under 
CCLI Licence: 637415 
OneLicense: A736510 

 
 
 

 

Whilst our building is closed, there 
are still bills to pay!  

If you have any offertory for 
Wesley, then please contact Ian 
Collett who will let you know how 

best for your offertory to be 
collected or paid. 

 
“God loves a cheerful giver” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Lord of our hearts; we pledge ourselves, and 
our gifts, into your hands. 

Use us, and use them, to bring about change, 
to bring about your kingdom of love, 

hope and peace here on earth. 
Amen. 

 
 


