The pantomime is over again for another year and it would seem
that it was another successful production. On behalf of Linda,
Jane and myself I would like to thank everyone who had an input
into this year’s production in anyway whatsoever. Everyone’s
contribution however small is valuable and the pantomime would
not go ahead without all this co-operation and help. Thank you
again.
The Cast and Chorus all did extremely well, turning up for
rehearsals week after week throughout the winter months to
sometimes cold premises, and they all performed very well
indeed when it came to the actual performances. It should be
recognised that of the 22 on stage, only 6 were adults and the
other 16 were all below the age of 16. This says a lot for the
commitment, loyalty and ability of our young people whom we
should be proud of.
The audiences on the whole were very good, the Thursday
evening suffered a bit in quantity which we put down to the live
edition of Eastenders when apparently the murderer of Lucy
Beale was to be revealed ! It means nothing to me but I’m sure
our pantomime was more entertaining.
When all the income and expenditure has been recorded it look
as though it will return a good profit again for the Church.
As long as we are all fit and healthy and willing it will be back to
rehearsals in October for the 2016 production, which still has to
be confirmed .
Elsewhere in this edition of Spotlite you will hopefully find a
photograph of the Cast and Chorus and an article / review of the
pantomime by Joanne Malin (BBC Midlands News) who came
along to the final performance.
Ian P Collett

Babes in the Wood – Wesley Pantomime
I was in the audience for the final performance of Babes in the Wood. My husband and I
thoroughly enjoyed the show. I thought the script, songs and choreography were all great
and the superb costumes were the icing on the cake! The principal players were all strong.
It was lovely to see the mother and daughter partnership of Jane and Ruth Collett as Maid
Marion and Robin Hood. I also really enjoyed booing the baddy - the man who claims to be
a Reverend in real life! (Although I can’t believe that!) The Nurse in crazy wigs and handbags
was fabulous with the audience (I even caught one of the sweets she threw). As is tradition
with panto though, the children stole the show. The chorus sang and danced their hearts out
and were given lovely songs to sing and some of the best juvenile choreography I have seen
in ages. The 2 children who played John and Mary were both lovely performers as were the
good and bad fairies. I think Wesley is also a great venue for a show like this with all the
audience getting a great view and as ever, excellent hospitality was offered to all guests by
all the volunteers involved. Well done to everyone who worked so hard to put on such a
lovely show.
Joanne Malin

Just thought I would drop you a line to say how much we enjoyed the Pantomime
“Babes in the Wood”. It was a “must see” thing we wanted to do before we
travelled home after being away from the Isle of Man for a month. After the
performance on the 16th Feb we motored to Liverpool; by Wednesday 18th we
were home.
The production was again excellent capturing all the essential features of
traditional pantomime including good audience participation particularly from the
young group on the front row and the youth group on the side wing. Everything
seemed to go without a hitch; the principal characters were word perfect, the
scenery and scene changes were first class. A commendation should go to the
persons who trained and dressed the chorus, they were well rehearsed, their
costume changes were slick and they looked happy and confident. We particularly
liked the two smallest girls in the chorus; clearly two to watch for the future.
It was a very enjoyable night and no doubt the proceeds will once again boost
funds. The only regret is that with everyone being so focused and with us having
to rush off we were unable to stay and chat to those we knew – sorry.
Well done everyone.
Trish & Bob Brown

Gideons International
Gideons International (the organisation which put Bibles in hotel rooms) has got
together with the Boys’ Brigade and supplied a small pocket size “New Testament
with Psalms” Bible with both the Boys’ Brigade and Gideons Crest on the front
available to every Company Section and Senior Section boy in the Boys’ Brigade.
A representative from Gideons International came to Wesley on a Friday in
February and presented the
Bibles to our lads in the 5th
and gave a short explanation
of the work carried out by
Gideons International.

Mid Staffs and Sandwell
Battalion Drill Competition
On Friday 13th March the Company Section of our Boys’ Brigade Company
at Wesley, took part in the Battalion Drill Competition at The Institute in
Burntwood. There were three companies taking part and we were eager to
retain the Winners Shield having won it last year, and we were not disappointed. Our lads, Matt, Caleb, Joshua, Stuart and Hakeem performed really
well and came away worthy winners.
The Battalion President had been so impressed with our “no commands drill
to Michael Jackson’s Thriller” at our annual awards evening in 2014, that he
had asked us to perform it as a demonstration item at the Drill Competition.
Once again our lads did not disappoint and performed the routine to
perfection.
Well done lads you were
a credit to the 5th and to
Wesley.

Church AGM

- Sunday April 19th at 4.00pm

Gift Day

- Sunday May 10th

Strawberry Tea

- Saturday July 4th at 2.30 pm

Warley Male Choir

- Saturday July 11th 7.30 pm

1st West Bromwich Guides and Senior Section
It seems a long time since we last shared with you what we have been up to in
the Guides and Senior Section. As usual we have been really busy and if we were
to share everything we would need a spotlight edition just for ourselves, so here
are just a few highlights of what we have been doing.
One of the main fundraising activities undertaken by Guide units across the
country is to design a challenge badge. So in July 2014 we embarked on creating
our own. It was a lot of hard work as it is not just a badge that you are designing you also have to produce a pack of challenges for units to complete in order
to gain the badge and these activities need to be able to be completed by Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Section members and even the Trefoil Guild. The
only thing that was easy during the whole process was agreeing what the
challenge would be called; as everyone knows we have a thing for monkeys in
Guides and Senior Section so it was only right and proper to create the Monkey
Challenge Badge.
During the 6 week holidays our badges arrived and we were quickly promoting
our badge to different units and sections within the Guiding community. We sold
over 190 badges to units across the UK, but the biggest surprise came when we
received a request for badges from a Guide unit in Australia.

On Thursday 5th February we took part in the first ever Harry Potter Book Event.
Guiding groups across the world signed up to hold an event and it seemed fitting
to hold our own event as we had taken the Guides and
Senior Section to
Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – The Making of Harry Potter last year. Hogwarts
letters were issued to the girls formally inviting them to the event.
When the girls arrived they were each given a train ticket for Platform 9 ¾ and
then we escorted them into the institute which for the night was the Great Hall
of Hogwarts. The room was lit only by candles and the girls were sorted into
their houses by the sorting hat.

Once in their houses it was time for the games to begin with the girls
going on a treasure hunt to find various Hogwarts related items with the
winning team earning the most house points. The treasure hunt lasted
longer than anticipated due to the leaders knowing all the best hiding
places.
The girls then had a Hogwarts version of
Pictionary where each girl took it in
turns to draw the object that was on the
card they had drawn.
We finished the evening with a Harry
Potter quiz. Slytherin where the house
winners, but everyone received a Harry
Potter goody cup and certificate.
On Saturday 21st February we joined Rainbow, Brownie, Guide and Senior
Section units from across West Bromwich to celebrate World Thinking Day.
World Thinking day (22nd February) is celebrated by Guides and Guide
Scouts around the world and is a time for reflecting that 10 million girls
and women are connected to each other through
Guiding.
This was a particularly important day for me and Jen
as this was the first Division event that we had
organised due to our new roles – Jen as Division
Commissioner and me as Brownie Section
Commissioner.
We had a lovely afternoon and everyone who attended received the
official World thinking Day badge.

On Thursday 26th February we held a Teddy Bears picnic for the 4th
Rainbows. We had a lovely evening with the Rainbows colouring in teddy
bear pictures and decorating biscuits. We then followed a paw print trail
while singing the Teddy Bears picnic song to go and find our teddy bears,
who were waiting for the Rainbows with a well-deserved drink of squash.
We finished the evening in true guiding fashion with a good old sing song
and then the Rainbows were each given a teddy bear bracelet by the
Guides.

Besides all of the above the Guides continue to work towards their interest
badges and the Senior Section are currently working on gaining their
Commonwealth Award.
We will be taking both the Guides and Senior Section to Beaudesert on 10 th
– 12th April for a pirate themed camp. In July we will be taking them on a
day trip to Bristol Zoo and then in October we will be going to Scarefest at
Alton Towers. We will of course keep you posted on how we get on.
Yours in Guiding

Lucy & Jen

The Ladies Circle have brought copies of ‘Singing the Faith’ for the
Organ. This is in memory of Iris Reynolds, they will be dedicated on
Sunday April12th 6.15 pm by Rev Carole Holden.

Gwen King would like to thank everyone for cards, gifts
and good wishes for her 80th Birthday.

Congratulations Beryl on receiving the Mayor of West Bromwich
Award for all the voluntary work that you do within the churches
and the community in West Bromwich.
Picture shows Beryl receiving a bouquet of flowers from Wesley
presented by Phil at the Sunday Service which was taken by Sue
Spencer.

Family News
Our thoughts and Prayers for:
Kathleen Fieldhouse, and the family of Doreen Shannon.
Birthday Wishes to:
Belated wishes to Gwen King and Ron Highway who celebrated
their 80th Birthday.
Rebecca Lilly celebrated her 40th Birthday.
Betty Bonnell celebrating her 85th Birthday
Birthday wishes to Mollie Neale, Ian Collett, Mike Vaughan,
Deacon Sara, Rev Carole Holden
Congratulation to Pat and Alan Thompson on their Ruby Wedding
Anniversary

SAFCO LATEST
Since our last report in busy we have been busy enjoying ourselves and raising
funds for Wesley .
In December we were entertained by our very own church choir (pictured) with
guests; it was lovely to sing favourite Christmas Carols and listen to new music
which the choir have been rehearsing especially for the very special time of
year. Due to the uncertain weather forecast in January we decided to cancel
the SAFCO event planned for January and we were all together once again on
Wednesday 18th March for a feast of Jacket Spuds followed by usually hilarious
games of Bingo and Hoy. Although we were fewer in number than usual, the
fellowship shared together in the Guild room was warm and fun.
April (15th) sees a return visit from the talented female singing duo “Ptarmigan”
with a Ploughman’s Supper to satisfy our hunger. In May (20th), we will have
the opportunity to work off some calories and join in some Line Dancing and
then followed in June (17th) by one of our popular evenings when the children
from Ferndale Primary School will entertain us. Our Methodist year of social
evenings will end on July (15th) with a Summer Special of Fish & Chips, Bingo
and Hoy!!
Thank-you to everyone who continues to support us

Warley Male Choir in Concert
We have been lucky to be able to invite Warley Male Choir to perform a concert
for us in church on Saturday 11th July 2015. Warley have been extending their
repertoire since they last performed in church for us and we are looking forward
to hearing some new items, including we are told, some new varied,
accompaniments. Tickets will be available soon from Helen, Liz or Beryl for
£4.00; the concert will start at 7pm

Wesley goes surfing
Wesley has finally made it onto the world-wide web!
The following two websites are now live and will
include information about Wesley and all that
happens here

www.wesleywestbrom.co.uk
www.291communityassociation.co.uk

THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE
10.00am – 12 noon
Come and enjoy a cup of coffee
and a chat with friends
on Thursday mornings
at Wesley.
Coffee/Tea and
biscuits 25p.

We are proud to have had strong links
with
Wesley Methodist Church for many years
Contact us for all your insurance
needs
Personal and Commercial
Phone: 0121 553 4791
Fax: 0121 500 5972
Web Site: www.ault.co.uk
E mail: enquiries@ault.co.uk

Adcocks Solicitors Limited
Providing legal services in West Bromwich for over 100 years
If you make or renew your Will with us,
we give £5 to the charity of your choice
Local appointments available or we can visit you at your home

Telephone: 08454 70 80 81
Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com

We have rooms for Hire for all occasions. For further information please
contact the Church Co-ordinator Mr Sed Dass on 0121 553 2085.
e-mail: churchcoodinator@hotmail.com
Wesley –

www.wesleywestbrom.co.uk

291

www.291communityassociation.co.uk

–

Email Circulation
If anybody who currently receives Spotlite by post would prefer to save paper and save us postage costs,
you could get it by email instead. Simply send an email to patxthompson@btinternet.com and request
that you be added to the email circulation list.

The next issue of Spotlite will be June, if you have anything to go into this issue please let me have your
notices by Monday 8th June, 2015 Thank you.

Contact the Editor: Email: - patxthompson@btinternet.com
Address: - 5 Broadfield Close, West Bromwich, B71 3EU
or




Tel: - 07811291334
via Linda and Keith Adams

If you know of anybody who should receive a copy of Spotlite in the post please inform Ian Collett.
If anybody would like a copy emailed to them please inform the editor.

List of Church Contacts
Stewards: Beryl Price - 01922 635891
Eric Fieldhouse - 01922 620704

Ann Percival - 01384 896804
Linda Adams - 0121 601 0992

Minister of Wesley: - Rev. Philip Thomas Manse Tel: - 0121 588 3373 Circuit Office Tel: - 0121 553 208
Email: - philthomas82@hotmail.com

Church Services are held every Sunday at 11:00 and 18:15

